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Andrea Wilson Woods (long bio) 

In 2002, Andrea founded Blue Faery: The Adrienne Wilson Liver Cancer Association after losing her 

15-year-old sister Adrienne, whom she raised for seven years, to stage IV liver cancer. Blue Faery’s 

mission is to prevent, treat, and cure primary liver cancer, specifically hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), 

through research, education, and advocacy. Andrea established the articles of incorporation; wrote 

the bylaws, mission statement, and goals; and developed the organizational structure of the 

corporation. Currently, she attends board meetings, serves on committees, stays informed about liver 

cancer, and governs the organization. Andrea represents Blue Faery and its mission at conferences, 

seminars, and special events. Blue Faery has been honored for community service by U.S. 

Congressman Adam B. Schiff, California State Senator Jack Scott, and the County of Los Angeles, and 

was inducted into the Burbank Business Hall of Fame for receiving the Best of Burbank Charity Award 

from 2013 – 2017. 

Since serving on an HCC Patient Advisory Board for Eli Lilly in 2014, Andrea has received many 

scholarships to attend various conferences around the country to tell her story, increase her 

knowledge, advocate for more funding, and continue her professional development. Organizations 

that have granted scholarships/sponsorships include Academy Health, American Association for 

Cancer Research, American Society of Clinical Oncology, American Liver Foundation, Caring 

Ambassadors, Conquer Cancer Foundation, Global Liver Institute, National Comprehensive Cancer 

Network, National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable, and more. 

In 2017, Andrea entered the Astellas C3 Change Cancer Care Prize. With over 160 entries from 21 

different countries the competition was fierce. Between her written application and two-minute video 

about Cancer U, Andrea placed in the top ten thus making her a semi-finalist. Though she didn’t win, 

she knew her idea was strong enough to bring it to fruition. 

In 2017, Andrea won an e-Patient scholarship for Stanford Medicine X where she presented her talk, 

“How Euphemisms Help Us Deal With Death.” More recently, she spoke to more than 100 liver cancer 

researchers at the Hepatobiliary Cancers: Pathology and Translational Advances conference 

sponsored by Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine. Her presentation titled “Why We 

Need To Choose To Cure Liver Cancer” left the room speechless. Check out more speaking 

engagements HERE. 

As a patient advocate, Andrea serves on many committees and advisory boards including NCI 

Hepatobiliary Task Force, Target Pharma Solutions HCC Advisory Board, and ASCO’s Systemic Therapy 

for Advanced Hepatocellular Carcinoma Guideline Panel. She is a patient advocate representative on 

the Mayo Clinic Hepatobiliary SPORE, which is devoted to improving the diagnosis and treatment of 

liver cancer and bile duct cancer. Andrea serves as a Consumer Reviewer on the Department of 

http://www.bluefaery.org/
http://www.c3prize.com/
https://youtu.be/tZof4Ou4DBQ
https://youtu.be/6AYzY7ySCh4
https://youtu.be/6AYzY7ySCh4
https://andreawilsonwoods.com/speaking/
https://andreawilsonwoods.com/speaking/
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Defense’s Peer Reviewed Cancer Research Program. Andrea represents Blue Faery as a member of 

AASLD, ASCO, Deadliest Cancers Coalition, and GI Cancers Alliance. She was formerly a member and 

co-chair of the awareness group of the Liver Cancer Roundtable. Currently, Andrea is the only 

American serving on the Canadian Cancer Survivor Network’s Liver Cancer Advisory Council.  

Andrea was one of many co-authors of The Change 12: Insights Into Self-Empowerment (Amazon 

2016). She is cited as a co-author on the academic article titled “Understanding the hepatocellular 

carcinoma (HCC) patient landscape: Results of the first global survey of people living with HCC” (Annals 

of Oncology, June 2017). In 2017, Andrea debuted her podcast Better Off Bald: A Life in 147 Days. 

Better Off Bald is based on Andrea’s unpublished memoir about raising and losing her sister to liver 

cancer. To listen to Adrienne’s story, search Better Off Bald in iTunes, Stitcher, or listen to the first 

episode here. In October 2019, Andrea is publishing her memoir Better Off Bald.  

Andrea obtained her master’s degree in writing from the University of Southern California where she 

focused on non-fiction. She loves telling and writing stories. Her nonfiction writing has won national 

awards from Writer’s Digest and the National Writer’s Association, and she received an editorial 

internship from Los Angeles Family Magazine. As an adjunct professor for Kaplan University, she 

taught a writing skills and strategies class to incoming freshman students. As a graduate TA, Andrea 

worked with more than 100 undergraduate students with the goal of improving all aspects of their 

writing. 

Before focusing on her graduate studies, Andrea worked as a development writer and editor for USC’s 

School of Cinematic Arts. As a family service specialist at the Mattel Children’s Hospital at UCLA, she 

facilitated women’s groups in the Legacy for Children research study sponsored by the Centers for 

Disease Control and managed by the Research Triangle Institute. Additionally, Andrea worked as a 

social media manager for the nation’s largest wine importer. 

During the seven years she raised her sister, Andrea worked as a primary and secondary school 

teacher, and she acted in film, television, and theatre. Andrea received her certification in fundraising 

with a focus on institutional development from UCLA Extension. Andrea is also an ICF Associate 

Certified Coach and a 500-Hour Certified Yoga Teacher. She graduated cum laude from USC with a 

B.A. in humanities. After graduation, Andrea gained custody of her then eight-year-old sister Adrienne. 

Andrea started Blue Faery because she doesn’t want another person to lose a loved one to HCC, and 

she wants the world to know Adrienne’s spirit, strength, and courage. Andrea started Cancer U 

because she wants to change the cancer paradigm in the United States, and she believes to ignite 

change you have to go to the source: the patient. She wants to teach cancer patients and caregivers 

how to become advocates for themselves so they can change their cancer journey. 

 

https://andreawilsonwoods.com/podcast/better-off-bald/better-bald-episode-1-before-adrienne/
https://andreawilsonwoods.com/podcast/better-off-bald/better-bald-episode-1-before-adrienne/
https://andreawilsonwoods.com/podcast/better-off-bald/better-bald-episode-1-before-adrienne/

